
START
To get things started, go around the circle and answer this question:
As we approach the holidays, most of us have traditions that we do each year, some of us 
are fond of them, and they annoy others. What are yours?

SHARE
This weekend, Shawn entitled this message “Ace of Spades.”  If you know anything about the 
card game Spades, you will know that there is no other card that can beat the ace of spades.  
This is the one card in the deck that trumps all other cards. Regardless of what is on the face 
of the other cards – even if the card looks formidable – the ace of spades always wins.

If we were brutally honest when it comes to our faith, we all have certain thoughts or circum-
stances in which we can feel that God is not enough.  Our thoughts and feelings can be de-
ceptive at times.   We might believe things about circumstances or ourselves that are not true 
when held up to the truth of God.  For instance, believing that we need to earn God’s love or 
do enough good things to enter Heaven.  Maybe you don’t feel forgiven by God. Even though 
you confessed your sin and asked for forgiveness, there is this subtle feeling that your partic-
ular screw up cannot fully be forgiven.  Some of us might believe God has a plan for our lives, 
but don’t think he cares about the everyday details of life.  Feelings can be powerful, but what 
trumps them every time is what God says about you in His divine and authoritative word.

There is nothing in this world that can stand against the word of God.  The truth of God is the 
ace of spades and trumps those doubts and ever-changing feelings.  God’s love does not 
change for you and God’s love and acceptance of you does not waiver, even if you waiver in 
how you feel.  It is what Jesus Christ did on the cross for you that covers all your sin.  

1 John 1:9

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.

Do you personally find it difficult to confess your sins or is it something that is easy for you 
to do?  Why do you find it difficult or easy to do?
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The church must continually fight becoming a self-righteous people who act like they have 
it all together.  Why do you think there is a tendency for people to hide their failures and 
shortcomings from their Christian brothers and sisters?

GROW
In this week’s message, Shawn talked about the most common mind games and ways of 
thinking that people battle with when it comes to faith in God and his word.  Each of us 
struggles differently; even though some of us don’t think we are in a struggle.  Some of us are 
followers of Jesus and some of us haven’t yet made a decision to commit our lives to him.  

Because we are in different places in life, look through the list and pick one or two that 
would most represent how you most commonly feel:

• I don’t feel like I need God.

• I don’t feel like I am good enough for God.

• I don’t feel forgiven.

• I don’t feel like he has a plan for my life.

• I don’t think I can do what he is calling me to do.

• I don’t feel like a new creation.

Pick a few people to read the following verses out loud and talk about how God’s truth 
trumps our feelings:

John 14:6, Matthew 7:13,14, Ephesians 2:8-10, 1 John 1:9, Romans 11:29, 2 Corinthians 
12:9, 2 Corinthians 5:17,18

MOVE
Recently, Red Rocks Church held baptism services at all of our locations and 437 people were 
baptized.  That means that 437 people were able to stand in the water and make a public dec-
laration to the world that they are a new creation in Christ.  Nothing will ever be able to change 
this.  Being a new creation means they are now something entirely different than before.  Each 
person’s identity changes when God saves him or her and they transfer from the Kingdom of 
darkness into the Kingdom of light.  As followers of Jesus, we are saved, forgiven, adopted 
and have become children of God.

The enemy of your soul wants nothing more than to convince you that you are not a new 
creation; that you are a failure and that God doesn’t love you.  According to God’s word, these 
are lies.  God not only loves you, but He really LIKES you. 

Zephaniah 3:17 
The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves.  He will take great delight in 
you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing.



In The New American Commentary, Barker expounds on this powerful verse:

To consider Almighty God sinking in contemplations of love over a once-wretched hu-
man being can hardly be absorbed by the human mind.” But that is exactly the point of 
the verse—God delights in you. The verb is most often intransitive, depicting the inward 
condition of the subject rather than depicting quietness conveyed to another. “Yahweh 
joins the people’s singing and soothes them by expressing love.”130 This amazing love 
of God for human beings is inexplicable. Human minds would never dream up such a 
God. Human actions or human character could never deserve such love. God’s love 
comes in his quiet absorption because this is who God is. In the core of his being, God 
is love (1 John 4:8). Zephaniah thus sings the prelude to the cross kind of love Jesus 
reveals, a love that “surpasses knowledge” (Eph 3:19).

Throughout this week’s study, was there one verse that applies most to your current state 
of mind?  If so, which verse and why?

What steps do you think you can take to start spending more time in God’s word and soak-
ing in what He says about you? (This is a great time to share ideas of how to spend time in 
God’s word)

 

PRAY
As a group, spend some time praying for each other, especially for the struggles that people 
might be facing today. If you are in a co-ed group, consider breaking up into men and wom-
en’s groups to talk more freely.     
   

TO GO.
Joshua 1:9  Haven’t I commanded you?  Strength! Courage!  Don’t be timid; don’t get discour-
aged.  God, your God is with you every step you take.


