
S T A R T
To get things started, let’s go around the circle and answer this question:

What is the most important announcement you have ever made in your life?

S H A R E
Welcome to our series, “Foretold.” 

As we enter into the Christmas season, some of us enter with excitement and sheer happiness. For others, 
this season is one that we just simply must get through. Memories from our childhood can impact how we 
view the holidays.  Some of us have wonderful memories of family and friends and love the Christmas 
season.  But for others, it is a difficult time that brings on depression, anxiety, or sadness. 

Despite our past experiences and fickle emotions revolving around Christmas, what doesn’t change is the 
meaning behind it all – and that is remembering that God sent his son as a baby into this world … for each 
of us.

The retelling of the story of Jesus’ birth each year is not a traditional whimsical fairy tale, but historically is 
the most pivotal moment in history. In fact, we have split all of time at this moment from BC to AD.  The 
birth of the Messiah was prophesied hundreds and hundreds of years in advance.  Jesus was the fulfill-
ment of these prophecies and God’s announcement to the world that the one and only true Savior had 
come to the earth.

What was foretold has now come to pass.  What was promised has now come.  The hope of the world had 
now come in the flesh to walk this earth to save His people.

This week, Eric talked about some of the most unlikely people being chosen by God to be the first to hear 
the greatest announcement ever given.  

Let’s read Luke 2:8-15 

The Holman New Testament Commentary sheds light on the occupation of these Shepherds:

Luke quickly shifts scenes from the king lying where animals eat to burly men protecting animals in 
their natural homes. Shepherding had changed from a family business as in David’s time (1 Sam. 
16:11) to a despised occupation. Many shepherds were accused of robbery and using land they had 
no rights to. Shepherding was also a lonely occupation, particularly at night, as a shepherd stood his 
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watch, making sure sleeping sheep did not wake up and wander and that prowling predators did not 
attack and devour the sheep. Only God would visit those in such a low occupation and raise them to 
witness to his salvation. Yet, shepherds had a tender side, counting the sheep constantly (Jeremiah 
33:12–13), lifting the weak on their shoulders (see Isa. 40:11), and creating crude pens where the 
sheep could sleep (John 10:1). 
 Shift the spotlight once more from earth’s lowly shepherds enduring a dark night to heaven’s most 
glorious messenger. With the angel came God’s glory, his shining majesty, the side of God humans 
can see and to which they can respond in confession, worship, and praise (see Isa. 60:1–3). As with 
Zechariah (1:12–13) and Mary (1:29–30), gazing at God’s glorious angel terrified the shepherds and 
brought quick reassurance: Do not be afraid. Gospel is coming, good news.

Why do you think these tough and rugged men were so terrified?  

Shepherds were quite literally drifters, illiterate thieves with a despised reputation.  These men were 
the least likely kinds of people anyone would pick to be chosen by God.  What does this say about 
God?

Have you ever felt like the least likely to be chosen by God?  If so, why? 

G R O W
God in His perfect wisdom chooses to announce the birth of Jesus Christ to the most unlikely people.  
Jesus is born into this world in the most unlikely and humble places.  Through this event, God says to the 
world that there is no place, no people too far away where the Savior of the world cannot be found in their 
midst.  God is nearer than we think.  Take Galilee for instance; Jesus’ family is from Galilee.  Galilee got 
little respect from the rest of the country. It was the furthest from Jerusalem and considered by rabbinic 
literature to be portrayed as a place that was culturally backwards and rural.  This is the kind of place you 
want to move from and not to.  

John 7:52   No prophet has arisen out of Galilee.

Philip Yancey wrote in The Jesus I Never Knew, “From the perspective of the religious power base in 
Jerusalem, Galilee seemed the most unlikely place for the Messiah to arise.”   He goes on to say that the 
message of Jesus includes every person, but shouts to the underdog.  

“I wince even as I write the word, especially in connection with Jesus.  It’s a crude word, probably derived 
from dog fighting and applied over time to predictable losers and victims of injustice.  Yet as I read the 
birth stories about Jesus I cannot help but conclude that though the world may be tilted toward the rich 
and powerful, God is tilted toward the underdog.”

           -Phillip Yancey

Who would you say are examples of ‘underdogs’? 

Name some movies that about underdogs.  Why do you think we love movies about underdogs?

Think about people you know who are far from God.  Do you think they would be more receptive to 
the gospel if they knew how much God has a heart for the underdog?  Knowing this, do you think 
this could change how you talk to people about Jesus?

 



M O V E
The announcement, the time, the place and the people seemed unlikely for such a great moment in time.  
Why wouldn’t God announce this great news in the center of Jerusalem in the middle of the day?  Why did 
he choose to start in such humble places?  It is part of God’s nature.  He has the power to shake the 
earth, yet chooses to enter this world humbly.  Consider the people Jesus chose to become his disciples.  
Many who were called to be apostles were fisherman with little education, some were tax collectors, 
sinners and again, unlikely candidates.  But in the eyes of God, these are the exact people he had in mind.

Let’s read Luke 4:18-21

Are you poor?  Are you broken-hearted?  Do you feel captive?  Do you feel that you can’t see life clearly at 
times?  Do you feel oppressed?  Then there is good news for you.  You are the exact type of person Jesus 
comes to.  This is not just conjecture, but Jesus stated it himself to let everyone know that his coming was 
actually Scripture being fulfilled in their presence.  If we continue reading the story, the religious elites were 
so outraged that they tried to throw Jesus off of a cliff.  The very Messiah they spoke of and hoped for was 
in their midst and they couldn’t believe it. 

Today, Jesus stands in our midst with good news.  Is it easy for you to receive the good news or do 
you struggle to believe it?  

If you struggle to believe the good news of Jesus, where do you think that comes from?

What one thing can you purposefully do this Christmas season to put the focus back on Jesus?

Is there something you can do this week to set aside time to allow God to speak to you through the 
story of Christ’s birth?  If so, what?

P R A Y
Let’s take some time and pray for one another.  If you are in a co-ed group, consider breaking up into men 
and women’s groups to talk more freely.  

T O  G O
Isaiah 9:6 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.


