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Weekly Study

Happy Sunday, Red Rocks family! Welcome to week one of our new sermon series, "What Does
God Have Planned for Me Next?" This week, Pastor Doug kicks off the series with a message titled
"Three Ways to Hear the Voice of God."

At some point, we've all asked questions like, "How do | hear God's voice?" or "How can |
confidently know the next step God is calling me to take?" Whether you're facing a major life
decision or simply trying to faithfully follow Jesus in your everyday life, discerning God's voice can
sometimes feel overwhelming. The challenge we face is that we are trying to follow a God that we
can’t see with a voice we can’t hear into a future we don’t know.

[J what plans or decisions are you asking God to speak into during this season?

Read 1 Kings 19:11-12

One of the greatest misconceptions we have is that God isn't speaking. The reality is that God is
always present—it is us who are often distracted. God is always speaking, but we are getting worse
at listening.

[J what are some of the biggest distractions that keep you from hearing God's voice?

In 1 Kings 19, the prophet Elijah desperately wanted to hear from God. God wasn't found in the
powerful wind, the earthquake, or the fire. Instead, He spoke through a gentle whisper. Why?
Because whispers are only heard when you're close. God isn't a God of confusion, and He desires a
relationship with us that is built on closeness, not distance.

It would certainly be easier if God always spoke through dramatic signs or unmistakable miracles,



but that's not how He usually works. The goal isn't simply to hear God's voice—the goal is to draw
closer to Him. Hearing His voice is a byproduct of a relationship with Him.

[J How can you grow closer to God, so that you can begin to hear his voice more clearly?

God has good plans for our lives, but those plans flow out of knowing Him, not just knowing what
comes next. Too often, we become more focused on discovering God's plan than pursuing God's
presence. But when we know the Planner, we can trust the plan, even when we don't see the
whole picture.

[J How would your relationship with God change if your greatest desire became knowing
Him rather than just knowing His plan?

Sometimes our own doubts and limiting beliefs keep us from fully trusting what God wants to do in
and through us. As our faith grows and we spend more time in His presence, we become more
confident in His goodness and more willing to follow wherever He leads. God is a good Father who
desires to be close to His children—not because He has to, but because He loves us. The closer we
grow to Him, the easier it becomes to recognize His voice and trust His direction.

[J How do fear, doubt, or limiting beliefs keep us from trusting what God wants to do in our
lives?

Read Proverbs 13:20 & James 1:2-4

As followers of Jesus, we are called to be a light so that others may come to know Him. The way we
live should reflect the message we believe. Our words matter, but our actions often speak even
louder. When we live with love, humility, and faithfulness, we point people toward Jesus.

At the same time, God often uses the people around us to speak into our own lives. When we
surround ourselves with a community of trusted, godly people, He can use their wisdom,
encouragement, and even loving correction to help us grow. We learn how to follow Jesus by
watching others who are faithfully following Him.

[J How has God used someone else's encouragement, wisdom, or correction to help you
grow in your faith?

[J How can you become the kind of person God can use to encourage and strengthen
someone else's faith?

Jesus promised that in this world we would have trouble. Hardship isn't something to be surprised



by—it's something Jesus told us to expect. But while suffering is a reality of living in a fallen world,
it was never God's desire to leave us alone in it. His promise isn't a life free from pain; it's His
presence in the middle of it. God's way is always better, but that doesn't always mean it will be

easier.

Throughout Scripture, we see Jesus as both the conquering Lion and the suffering Lamb. He is the
victorious King who has overcome sin and death, but He is also the Savior who willingly entered
into our pain. Jesus understands suffering because He experienced it Himself. He was called the
Man of Sorrows. He was rejected by His own people, abandoned by His closest friends, grieved the
loss of those He loved, and endured unimaginable suffering on the cross.

Sometimes, when we're hurting, we're waiting to hear the voice of the conquering Lion—the God
who steps in and immediately changes our circumstances. But often, God speaks to us through the
heart of the suffering Lamb. Jesus meets us in our pain because He knows what it feels like. He
reminds us that we are not alone and that our suffering is not wasted. When we recognize both
the Lion and the Lamb, we begin to see that God's greatest promise isn't simply victory over our
circumstances—it's His faithful presence through every season of life.

[CJ Have you ever experienced God's presence in the middle of a difficult season? What did
that look like?

[J How can you become more aware of God's presence instead of only looking for Him to
change your circumstances?

Take some time this week to pray for God to speak to you. Ask for ears to hear and a willingness to
obey. Pray for those around you so they might hear God as well.



